[Laryngectomy: clinical aspects of preceding tracheostomy].
The objective of this study was to compare results of combined and surgical treatment in 114 patients with stage III-IV T3-4N0M0 laryngeal cancer. Fifty eight patients were treated by laryngectomy without preceding tracheostomy; in the remaining 56 laryngectomy followed tracheostomy (control group). The two groups were matched for all major characteristics, such as age and sex of the patients, histological structure of the tumour, its growth rate and localization, dose and schedule of radiotherapy, extent of surgical intervention. The data obtained were used to evaluate oncological and functional outcomes of the treatment.